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Grand Bend Public School’s Indigenous Education Goal (including Truth and Reconciliation Commitments) – Students and 

staff will access LKDSB resources and personnel to increase and embed Indigenous voice into the curriculum to gain 

understanding of culture, traditions, perspectives and history (particularly of the local area). 

Our school community continue to engage in a number of the activities and lessons provided by the LKDSB Indigenous 

Education Team. 

Some of the learning and activities that the students and staff at Grand Bend P.S. have been involved in are outlined below, as 

well as some of the next steps that they are going to undertake. 

One of our FDK classes talked about different types of families.  They read the book “The Moccasins” by Earl Einarson.  The 

book is about a young boy who is given a pair of moccasins from his foster mother.  The students brainstormed the different 

types of families that the students in the class have and that other people may have.  Next, the class are going to continue on 

with their exploration into families by reading the book “The Water Walker” by Joanne Robertson and then discuss 

grandparents and some of the important things that they teach us. 

Our other FDK class are going to be reading the book “Sometimes I Feel Like A Fox” by Danielle Daniel.  In the Anishinaabe 

tradition of totem animals, young children explain why they identify with different creatures such as a deer, beaver, or moose.  

This book explains the importance of totem animals in Anishinaabe culture and how they can also act as animal guides for 

young children seeking to understand themselves and others.  The class are then going to focus more on the “Bear” as it 

represents feelings of courage and bravery to tie into our monthly character trait.  They also plan on creating some bear art as 

a reminder to be brave and have courage when at school. 

The Grade 1 class are going to continue learning about treaties.  Next they are going to read the story “A Promise is A 

Promise” and focus on the understanding of what a promise is, the importance of keeping our promises, and talk about 

honesty. 

Our Grade 1/2 class talked about Indigenous Veterans’ Day.  They also watched a video called “A Treaty is a Promise”.  The 

class learned that a treaty is a promise that lasts forever.  They also learned about wampum belts, and created a painting 

called “Muskrat and the Story of Creation” led by Moses Lunham. 

One of our Grade 2/3 classes are currently discussing various communities within Canada.  Moving forward they are going to 

discuss and learn more about Indigenous communities, including the Anishinabek, Metis and Inuit. 
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Our Grade 3/4 class watched a video about Indigenous Veterans’ Day and discussed their contributions.  They also focused 

on what treaties are and why it is important that those treaties are still recognized and respected.  They discussed how treaties 

could be between different Indigenous communities, and/or between Indigenous communities and the early settlers.  This led 

into discussions about what a promise is and why it is important to keep our promises.  They also researched which Treaty 

land they live on and how that ties into the Land Acknowledgement.  They also learned about Indigenous soldiers who fought 

in  

WWI and WWII, specifically about “Code Talkers”.  These soldiers used their Indigenous language as a code to pass crucial 

messages back and forth. 

The Grade 4/5 class have also been learning about what a treaty is, and how it is viewed from different perspectives.  They 

took part in learning during Treaties Recognition Week and focused on the different perspectives of land and agreements.  

They also viewed videos from Dallas Sinopole and the LKDSB Indigenous Education websites, readings, investigations, and 

research, as well as the First Nations and Treaties Map of Ontario.  The class have also discussed stewardship versus 

ownership and thought about how those two perspectives may agree or disagree on various topics through time.  Students are 

being encouraged to ask questions about treaties and how they apply to where we live. 

Our Grade 6 class have been learning about the treaty area within which they live – Treaty 29 or the Huron Tract Purchase.  

They have been learning how the land was acquired and how much it was purchased for.  As they continue to further examine 

this treaty, they are hoping to learn more about the impacts and implications that the signing of this has had and continues to 

have on Indigenous communities and peoples within this treaty area.  They are also hoping to explore ways in which they can 

further reconciliation with the Indigenous peoples in meaningful ways.  

Our Grade 7 class had discussions surrounding treaties and how sacred they are to Indigenous peoples.  They also talked 

about how they are sacred promises and bonds between two different peoples and the Earth.  The students also took part in 

the Paint with Moses artwork and discussions and learned about the geography of Ontario and Michigan and how it represents 

Mother Earth.   

The Grade 8 class also painted with Moses Lunham.  They are also learning about the impact that the Indian Act has on 

Indigenous peoples, specifically how Indigenous veterans were treated during and following the war efforts.  The students 

created Google Slides to pay respect to our Indigenous veterans and thank them for their sacrifice and service.  Their next 

step will be to share them with the broader school community.  The class would like to find out more about the impact of 

treaties within their own community; how they were formed, their current use, and how they can honour these treaties as 

individuals.  They are also going to continue to look at the residual effects of the residential school system. 

We continue to look forward to the next steps in our learning as we continue to understand the truth as we move toward 

reconciliation.  We look forward to continuing our journey, and we invite you to join us. 

 

 


